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Honbl« James Tynte [of Dunlavan, in the county of
Wicklow, buried 12th April, 1758] and Rob' Tynte
(buried 25th June, 1760], Esquires, grandfather and
father of Sir James Stratford Tynte. Also the remains
of James Tynte, his son, and Martha, his daughter.

" Whilst the patriotism of a Volunteer, and the social
virtue of a tender husband, dutiful child, fond parent,
honest man, and loyal subject are thought estimable, the
memory of Sir James Tynte will be revered.

" This last sad token, 0 my love, receive I
Alas! 'tis all your Hannah now can give!"

The parish-register of the time is not forthcom-
ing, the book or books for thirty-two years before
the year 1800 having long since disappeared; but
in one of the Visitation-returns from Donnybrobk,
preserved in the Consistorial Court, Dublin, Sir
James Tynte's burial ia recorded in the following
terms: —

" Buried at Donnybrook [as distinguished from Rings-
end, in the same parish], Sir Jas. Tenl, 13th Nov,
1785."

Visitation-returns, as I have good reason to
know, will oftentimes be found most useful in sup-
plying an hiatus in, or the total loss of, many a
parish register. ABHBA.

WARDE. — Are there anywhere in existence
portraits, painted or engraved, of Sir Patience
Warde, Lord Mayor of London 1681, and Sir
John Warde, Lord Mayor 1719, or either of them?
I shall be obliged if gentlemen connected with the
Guildhall, Mansion House, halls of city companies,
&c, will kindly inquire and report. C. J.

WESTON FAMTLT. —Eichard Weston, first Earl
of Portland, bore as his arms Or, an eagle displayed
regardant sa. Was he the first of his family who
had these arms; or to whom, and when were they
granted?

What is the date of the birth of Benjamin,
youngest son of the first Earl of Portland, and when
and where did he die ? Do any of the Weston
families now in existence bear the above arms;
and if so, do they do so as claiming descent from
the same stock as the first earl ?

Weston is, I believe, not an uncommon name
in parts of Dorsetshire, and at Poole in that
county. Is anything known connecting the first
Earl of Portland, his ancestors, or descendants
with that county or borough ? Perhaps, too, a
reader of " N. & Q." at Poole could inform me
•whether in the church or churchyard there, there
are any inscriptions of the seventeenth or eigh-
teenth centuries relating to the Weston family P
I am anxious also to know who was the father
of " Ambrose Weston of Poole, mariner; " his
•will was proved 1742. He was probably upwards
of seventy when he died. Any o.ther particulars
of the above Weston family will be welcome to

G. W. E.
Southbridge.
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ABYSSTJM : A KIND OP HEBB. — In the " Form
of Exorcising an haunted House," as detailed in
Bourne's Antiquities of the Common People, the
last thing ordered to be done is to "let abysmm,
which is a kind of an herb, be procur'd; and after
it is sign'd with a sign of the Cross, let it be hung
up at the four corners of the house." What kind
of a herb is ahyssum, and what are its peculiar
properties ? H. FISHWICK.

[This is a case of misprint. Bourne, in his Antiquities,
cites the learned Doctor, Valerius Polidorus Patavinus;
on referring to whose Practica Exorcistarum, 1606, we
do indeed find the word abyssum, p. 141, as Bourne has
given it. But on referring to the earlier edition of the
Practica, bearing date 1587, we find alyssum, p. 171 b.
This is satisfactory to our feelings: for though the adjec-
tive abyssinicus is used in natural history (M'Jficoll's
Diet, of Nat. History Terms, in verbo), we could have
given no account of any such mystical herb as abyssum;
while the magical uses of alyssum are notorious, and ac-
cord in the main with our correspondent's description.
We say " in the main," because Polidorus recommends
the use of alyssum in the case of a house troubled with
evil spirits (" domus a damonibus perturbata ") ; while
the modern phrase of " a haunted house," rather conveys
the idea of a ghost, who may be troublesome or entertain-
ing "according as he behaves." To this it should be
added, that the still earlier use of alyssum was against
fascination or witchcraft; although it may be supposed
that what is good against witchcraft cannot be bad
against a ghost.

All that we meet with respecting the virtues of the
alyssum in herbalists and in other mediaeval writers, may
be traced to Dioscorides; who seems more ready, how-
ever, to state what he has heard, than to make any asser-
tion on his own authority. " When suspended in a
house," he writes, " it is said to be salubrious, and bene-
ficial as a preservative against witchcraft [iSoa/cei/rop]
both to men and to other animals."—Opera, 1598, p. 219.
Of this, what W.Turner says in his Herbal is evidently a
repetition: " Thesame hong up in houses is thought to be
holsome, and a defence against inchantinge both unto
man and beast."—P. 36.

We regret to add, that there is more than the usual
difficulty in identifying the herb alyssum. Frommannus
gives it up. "Alyssum herbam controversam, quam
nemo hodie nee ante multos anno3 novit . . . . prseteri-
mns."—De Fascinatione, 1675, p. 445. Janus Antoninus
Saracenus, in his Scholia on Dioscorides, p. 67, in like
manner desponds of verifying. Dunbar on "AXwraov, in
his Gr.-Eng. Lexicon, says: " The & of Galen and Paulus
jEgineta is Harrvhium alyssum, vulgarly called Galen's
Madwort. That of Dioscorides is a very different plant,
and cannot be satisfactorily determined. Sprangel hesi-
tates whether to refer it with Dodonams to the Farsetia
clypeata, or with Columna to the Veronica arvensis or
montana, L., or Speedwell."
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